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THE COMMISSION ISSUED BY HER MAJESTY UNDER 
THE GREAT SEAL 

FOR INQUIRING INTO 

THE REVENUES AND, OTHER MATTERS RELATING TO THE 
ESTABLISHED CHURCH IN IRELAND. 



Urceenteft to of i^avliam^nt ©otrnnanii of iittajcstg. 



WlCtOns, by the Gi'acc of God of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland, 
Queen, Defender of the Faith, to Our right trusty and right well-beloved Cousin Philip 
Henry Earl Stanhope ; Our right trusty and right well-beloved Cousin William Earl of 
Meath ; Our right trusty and well-beloved Cousin Thomas Viscount de Vesci ; Our 
right trusty and well-beloved Councillor Sir Joseph Napier, Baronet ; Our trusty and 
well-beloved Robert Alexander Shafto Adair, Esquire, Colonel in Our Army ; Our 
trusty and well-beloved John Thomas Ball, Doctor of Laws, Our Advocate in Ireland; 
Our trusty and well-beloved Evelyn Philip Shirley, Esquire ; Our trusty and well-beloved 
George Clive, Esquire ; and Our trusty and well-beloved Edward Howes, Esquire, 
greeting : 

We have thought it expedient, for divers good causes and considerations 
Us thereunto moving, that a diligent and full inquiry should forthwith be made into the 
severiil matters hereafter mentioned : 

5^nolU pf, that We, reposing great trust and confidence in your intelligence, discre- 
tion, and diligence, have authorized and appointed, and by these Presents do authorize and 
appoint you, the said Philip Henry Earl Stanhope, William Earl of Meath, Thomas 
Viscount de Vesci, Sir Joseph Napier, Robert Alexander Shafto Adair, John Thomas 
Ball, Evelyn Philip Shirley, George Clive, and Edward Howes, to inquire and report as 
to the several Archbishoprics, Bishoprics, Dignities, and Benefices, and also as to the 
several Ecclesiastical Corporations aggregate existing in Ireland, and as to the Revenues, 
Property, and Emoluments belonging to the same respectively, and as to the several 
Charges, Incumbrances, and other Outgoings affecting the same respectively, and also 
as to the several united and separate Parishes and Parochial Districts in Ireland, and, in 
the case of Unions, distinguishing whether Episcopal or Permanent. 

as to the several Churches and Chapels in Ireland, whether Pai-ochial, or Parochial 
District, or Proprietary, and the number of Members of the Established Church of 
England and Ireland inhabiting the Parishes or Districts attached to such Churches. 

Slth also as to the Property and Emoluments vested in, and administered by, the 
Ecclesiastical Commissioners for Ireland, the administration of the same by such Com- 
missioners, and the mode and purposes in and for which such last-mentioned property 
has been applied-. 

also to inquire and report whether alterations or improvements should be made 
in the management, administration, and distribution of the revenues and property herein- 
before mentioned, or in the state and condition of the several Olfices, Dignities, 
Corporations, and Benefices aforesaid. 
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Slllb for the better discovery of the truth in the premises, We do, by these Presents,, 
give and grant to you, or any three or more of you, full power and authority to call- 
before you, or any three or more of youj such persons as you shall judge necessary by 
whom you may be the better informed of the truth in the premises. 

We do further, by these Presents, give and grant to you, or any three or more 
of you, full power and authority, to inquire of the premises, and every part hereof, by 
all lawful ways and means whatsoever, within all parts of Our United Kingdom of 
Great Britain and Ireland called Ireland. 

91nil We do further, by these Presents, give and grant unto you, or any three or 
more of you, full power and authority, when the sanie shall appear to be requisite, to ad- 
minister an oath or oaths to any person whatsoever to be examined before you, or any 
three or more of you, touching or concerning the premises. 

9(ltb We do further, by these Presents, give and grant to you, or any three or more 
of you, full power and authority to cause all persons to bring and produce, upon oath 
before you, or any three or more of you, all and singular records, books, papers, and. 
other writings touching the premise.s which shall be in the custody, power, or procurement 
of them or any of them. 

^Ili3 Our further will and pleasure is that you, or any tiu-ee or more of you, upon 
inquiry into the premises, do certify to Us, from time to time, under your hands and 
seals, your several proceedings as the same shall be completed, and do within the space 
of one year after the date of these Presents, or sooner if the same can reasonably be, 
certify unto Us, in like manner, the whole of your proceedings under and by virtue of 
these Presents, together with what you shall find touching or concerning the premises 
upon such inquiry as aforesaid. 

anl3 We further will and command, and by these Presents ordain, that this Our 
Commission shall continue in full force and virtue, and that you, Our said Commis- 
sioners, or any three or more of you, shall and may, from time to time, proceed in the 
execution thereof, and of every matter and thing therein contained, although the same be 
not continued from time to time by adjournment. 

» We hereby command all and singular the Justices of the Peace, Sheriffs, 
Mayors, Bailiffs, Constables, Officers, Ministers, and all other Our loving subjects what- 
soever, as well within liberties as without, that they be assistant to you and each of you 
in the execution of these Presents. 

dnh for your assistance in the due execution of this Our Commission, We have made 
choice of Our trusty and well-beloved Joseph Faviere Elrington, Doctor of Laws, to be 
Secretary to. this Our Commission, and to attend you, whose services and assistance We 
require you to use from time to time as occasion may require. 

In witness whereof. We have caused these Our letters to be made Patent. 

Witness Ourself at Westminster, the thirtieth day of October, in the thirty-first 
year of Our reign. 

By Warrant under the Queen’s Sign Manual, 

C. ROMILLY. 



LONDON; 

rnnted by Geokge E. Eybe and Wiluam Spoiiiswoodb 
P rinters to the Queen’s most Excellent Majesty. 

For Her Majesty’s Stationery Office. 
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